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Chronic Myelogenous Leukemia (CML) Patient Bill of Rights      

We recognize that the Canada Health Act guarantees Canadians the right to universal, high-quality medical care delivered in a timely manner.   As Canadians, we need to ensure that all CML Patient’s access:

1. Prompt confirmation of a CML diagnosis, particularly when learning of abnormal cell counts following a routine blood test.  

2. Respect regarding the patient’s autonomy and participation in an environment of care that promotes the patients participation in informed consent decision-making with regards to disease management and with the guidance of their physician and healthcare team.

3. Advice and information about the approved drugs (if more than one) used in treatment of CML

4. Advice and information about the availability of investigational drug clinical trials and access to trials when necessary


5. Updated guidelines on the treatment of CML in Canada with initial discussions with the physicians and access to updates through the CML Society.


6.  Patients own test results (with printed copies if requested by patient) of CBC, blood chemistry PCR and FISH and all lab reports for personal record keeping.


7. Uninterrupted monitoring of FISH and PCR (molecular testing) in a fully certified lab for the duration of the therapy/treatment program.  

8. Government sponsored mutational testing analysis in the event that the continuous monitoring regimen shows a marked increase in residual disease.

9. Information regarding data tracking and statistical information that is being aggregated and provided to any data bank or research project of any kind including those sponsored by industry and to understand what the data will be used for and why it is being provided.

10. Information and updates on the advancement of research in Canada and the pursuit of finding a cure for Chronic Myelogenous Leukemia


11. At the time of diagnosis to reliable non-for-profit non-commercialized Canadian-based first response and additional information sources and patient support group get-togethers, locally and across Canada, via the CML Society of Canada which [can] provide useful insight into the above stated concerns. To be thoroughly educated, in layman’s terms, with regard to the following elements: 

a) Treatment options (those currently available in the Patient’s location, as well as other options and opportunities, including those elsewhere in Canada and abroad).

b)  Funding availability options across Canada for drug coverage and retroactive coverage from date of diagnosis if necessary

c) Overview of key physiological, psycho-social and financial considerations, given the fact that the Patient does not know what issues he or she will be facing in dealing with CML.   
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